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The editors of Science Communication (SC) are pleased to announce we are planning for a special issue on the topic of Communicating Risk and Uncertainty in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Authors wishing for their work to be considered for this issue should submit by July 1, 2020 if at all possible. We hope for fall publication, possibly in the October 2020 issue. Papers will be subject to expedited peer review according to our usual criteria. The preferred length for these papers is 7-9000 words; please follow APA style for citations. You must support your work with relevant theory and use rigorous empirical methods (whether qualitative or quantitative). Papers can be on any form of science communication: mediated, interpersonal, or organizational. We also publish shorter Research Notes (4-6000 words). Be certain to include the words COVID ISSUE at the start of your article title as submitted, so we can immediately identify your intent. (This will not become a part of the title as published.)
Authors who cannot meet the July 1 deadline will be considered for the issue on a space-available basis. (You may inquire of the Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Susanna Priest, at editorscicom@gmail.com about current status.) Most accepted submissions are revised prior to publication. Our acceptance rate for research articles has been around 14% the past two years; the acceptance rate for special issues may be higher, but this depends entirely on the quality of the submissions we receive. 
SC is a highly ranked communication journal that is interdisciplinary and international. Papers using literature from any social science field are welcome but all should be written in a way that audiences from a variety of research-oriented fields will find them readable; this includes scientists and science communication professionals. While most studies are of course conducted within a particular geographical and national context, they should present results that will be of interest to other scholars around the world. We do not generally publish purely descriptive studies (case studies are fine but theory is still essential). We seek papers that advance scholarship by making tangible contributions. 



Submit your paper at our submission website at mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sc. Additional information will be found there and at journals.sagepub.com/home/scx. We are published on a global basis by Sage Publishing. We do not assess “page charges” for publishing your work; in addition, Sage has announced that it will publish open access any accepted research that is relevant to the “treatment, transmission, cure, or social impact of COVID-19” without requiring article processing charges.
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